Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

July 2, 2023 9:00 am

Prelude

Welcome

The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the
power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a
cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on
our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s
merciful welcome.

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose
word never fails, whose promise is sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community.
We have squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the
name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Righteous God, we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest.
We have lacked the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of
Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW #522 “"As We Gather at Your Table”

1. As we gather at your table, as we listen to your word, help us know, O God,
your presence; let our hearts and minds be stirred. Nourish us with sacred
story till we claim it as our own; teach us through this holy banquet how to
make Love’s vict'ry known.

2. Turn our worship into witness in the sacrament of life; send us forth to love
and serve you, bringing peace where there is strife. Give us, Christ, your
great compassion to forgive as you forgave; may we still behold your image
in the world you died to save.



3. Gracious Spirit, help us summon other guests to share that feast where
triumphant Love will welcome those who had been last and least. There no
more will envy blind us nor with pride our peace destroy, as we join with
saints and angels to repeat the sounding joy.
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Prayer of the Day

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy
reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve
one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Readings and Psalwy

First Reading: Jeremiah 28:5-9

Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations
should submit to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah contradicted the word of
Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be believed
until it came true. God confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet
Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17).

°The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and
all the people who were standing in the house of the LorRD; ®and the prophet Jeremiah
said, "Amen! May the LorD do so; may the LorbD fulfill the words that you have
prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of

the LorD, and all the exiles. 7But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and
in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient
times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great
kingdoms. °As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet
comes true, then it will be known that the LorD has truly sent the prophet.”

Psalm: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
Your love, O Lorb, forever will I sing;
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
’For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.
"I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn an oath to David my servant:
I will establish your line forever,
and preserve your throne for all generations.
1>Happy are the people who know the festal shout!
They walk, O LorD, in the light of your presence.
16They rejoice daily in your name;
they are jubilant in your righteousness.
7For you are the glory of their strength,
and by your favor our might is exalted.
8Truly, our shield belongs to the LoRbD;
our king to the Holy One of Israel.



Second Reading: Romans 6:12-23

Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s
final payoff is death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live
obediently under God’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life.

12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. *No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but
present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and
present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. “For sin will have no
dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! °Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves,
you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of
obedience, which leads to righteousness? /But thanks be to God that you, having once
been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to
which you were entrusted, ®and that you, having been set free from sin, have become
slaves of righteousness. °I am speaking in human terms because of your natural
limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to
greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness
for sanctification.

20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. ?!So what
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of
those things is death. 2?But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God,
the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia. You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, in order that you may
proclaim the mighty acts of the one who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light. Alleluia. (1 Peter 2:9)

The Holy Gospel according to the book of Matthew, beginning with the Tenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 10:40-42

When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and
hardships they will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and
support their ministry.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] “**“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. “'Whoever welcomes a prophet in the
name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous
person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; “?and
whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a
disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



Hymn of the Day: ELW #641 “All are Welcome”

1. (All) Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, a
place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. Built of
hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; here the
love of Christ shall end divisions;

Refrain (All): All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

2. (All) Lett us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong
and true, where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign
anew. Here the cross shall stand as withess and as symbol of God’s
grace; here as one we claim the faith of Jesus; (Refrain)

3. (Women) Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and
wheat; a banquet hall on holy ground where peace and justice meet. Here
the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space; as we share
in Christ the feast that frees us; (Refrain)

4. (Men) Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and
stone to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve
known. Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face;
Let us bring an end to fear and danger; (Refrain)

5. (All) Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions
heard and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the
Word. Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of
grace, let this house proclaim from floor to rafter; (Refrain)
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Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Offering

Offering Prayer

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things.
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in
us, that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. It is right to give thanks and praise.

Thanksgiving at the Table

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.

Distribution Hymn: ELW #719
“"Where the Cross the Crowded Ways of Life”

1. Where cross the crowded ways of life, where sound the cries of race and
clan, above the noise of selfish strife, we hear your voice, O Son of Man.

2. In haunts of wretchedness and need, on shadowed thresholds dark with
fears, from paths where hide the lures of greed, we catch the vision of
your tears.

3. From tender childhood’s helplessness, from human grief and burdened
toil, from famished souls from sorrow’s stress, you heart has never known
recoil.



4. The cup of water giv’'n for you still holds the freshness of your grace; yet
long these multitudes to view the strong compassion in your face.

5. O Master, from the mountainside make haste to heal these hearts of pain;
among these restless throngs abide; oh, tread the city’s streets again;

6. Till all the world shall learn your love, and follow where your feet have
trod; till glorious from you heav’'n above shall come the city of our God.
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Post-communion Blessing
Prayer after Communion

Blessing
The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed + bless, keep,
and sustain you now and to the end of the age. Amen.

Sending Hymn: ELW #551 "The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”

1. The Sprit sends us forth to serve; we go in Jesus’ name to bring glad
tidings to the poor, God’s favor to proclaim.

2. We go to comfort those who mourn and set the burdened free; where
hope is dim, to chare a dream and help the blind to see.

3. We go to be the hands of Christ, to scatter joy like seed and, all our days
to cherish life, to do the loving deed.

4. Then let us go to serve in peace, the gospel to proclaim. God’s Spirit has
empowered us; we do in Jesus’ name.
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Dismissal

Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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